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The Life Line 

Just a thought éé.. 

by Pastor Spicer  
   

Have you started filling out your 2010 calendar? 
 
I have a calendar thatôs been designed for use by 
clergy.  There are places to track worship attendance, 
make notes about upcoming services and write down ideas for the Sunday ser-
mon.  That calendar will be a constant companion throughout the year.  Iôll 
spend lots of time gazing at the calendar in the church office.  We use it to 
schedule meetings and events throughout the year and, hopefully, it will get me 
to everything I need to be at.  Another calendar I pay attention to is my wifeôs 
calendar.  She keeps track of stuff that happens around our house and with our 
kids and grandchild.  I need to always be sure that if Sherri has something on 
her calendar, it had better be on mine! 
 

Mostly, I like filling out new calendars.  Itôs as if you can see the brand new year 
stretch out before you.  You get the sense that a gift has been given to you ï a 
fresh, new year. 
 

I donôt know if the psalmist David used a calendar, Daytimer or Blackberry to 
plan his year.  But he was very aware that time is a gift.  And he knew who had 
the power to give the gift of time. 
 

In Psalm 31, David writes: ñBut I trust in You, O Lord; I say óYou are my Godô.  
My times are in Your hands.ò  David was aware that all the circumstances and 
events in his life were in the hands of the Lord.  David went on to write in Psalm 
139, ñAll the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them 
came to me.ò 
 

Our 2010 calendars give us the chance to plan for our future.  Still, we canôt 
know with certainty what lays ahead of us in the coming year.  But we can begin 
filling out the months of 2010 with the confidence that our times, our very lives 
are in Godôs hands.  We can begin each day remembering our Baptism and how 
we are connected to Christôs death and resurrection through the washing of wa-
ter with the Word of God.  Come what may, my friends, follow Davidôs lead and 
trust in the Lord.  Our times are in His safe and powerful hands. 
 

 Pastor George Spicer 
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Board of Ministry Directors 
 
A Congregational Voters Meeting is sched-
uled for January 17 at 9:15 a.m.  The Board 
will present the proposed 2010 budget to 
the congregation for approval.  We are also 
proposing an addition to the bylaws for a 
Finance Committee.  Copies of both pro-
posals are available in the Narthex. 
 

On a sad note, the Board of Ministry Direc-
tors has to announce that Diana Strahl has 
resigned as Treasurer as of 12/31/09.  Pursu-
ant to the bylaws, the Board has elected Don 
Herman to serve as Treasurer until the next 
election for that position.  We will miss 
Diana very much and we welcome Don to 
the Board. 
 

Building Fund:  As the Mission Possible 
Campaign comes to an end this year, we ask 
that you prayerfully continue to support 
the building fund.  Connie will continue to 
post the weekly budget needs in the bulle-
tin.  
 

As 2009 comes to a close, we have been 
blessed with quite a year for LICL.  Member-
ship has grown at a rapid rate; we have also 
been blessed with the addition of two out-
standing assistant pastors to assist our  
leader, Pastor Spicer; and the word of the 
Lord has been heard.  If 2010 is like the pre-
vious years, we will be experiencing more 
growth of our congregation, accompanied 
by growing pains and new challenges that 
come along with the growth.  We ask for 
your continued prayers and support. 
 

Life in Christ Board of Ministry Directors 

Resources for the New 

Year  

 

The Daily Bible:  In Chronological Order 
365 Daily Readings 
 
Fearless by Max Lucado 
 
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World 
by Joanna Weaver 
 
Shades of Blue by Karen Kingsbury 
(Fiction) 
 
The Kids Devotional Bible 
 
College 101; Campus Life for Christians 
 
Amazing Tales and Strange Stories from 
the Bible (for very young children) 
 
Waking the Sleeping Giant: The Birth, 
Growth, Decline, and Rebirth of an 
American Church 
 
Blessings & Prayers for Caregivers 
 
A Motherôs Search for Meaning; The 
Dance Goes On  
 

List taken from Concordia Publishing 
House and Berean Christian Book 
Store. 
 

Donôt forget about our LICLC Library.  
There are lots of good 
books, Videos, and CDs. 
Make 2010 a ñChristian 
study year.ò 
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Birthdays in January  
 

Betty Gustafson, Aaron Peserik,                      
Norm Schieman 

Kelly Schemers, Linda Trimble 
Tracie Ross, Kathy Schutt 

Maria Santel 
Matt Smith 

Dale Ziesemer 
Jack Beyer 

Janice Stocking 
Dan Hu 

Dick Mefford 
Tim Gray, Jan Hagar 

Brady Chavarria, John DeJovine,                     
Todd Schutt 

Sandy Elsensohn 
Nancy Blanchard 
Michael Carollo 

Anniversaries in January  
 

John & Jan Brewer 
Bob & Teresa Wendt 
Ken & Judie Firchow 
Tom & Andrea Verley 

Herm & Pat Heller 
Don & Sandra Davis 

Stan & Mary Michaelis 
Scott & Heather Farber 

 
Congratulations to all! 

Upcoming Fellowship Event  

The Fellowship Committee  sponsored a game night on 

New Yearõs Eve.   Now we need you to mark your 

calendar for Feb.6th for the Progressive Dinner .  We 

have a lot of people who look forward to this event all 

year so don't miss out.   

The sign up sheets for all those wanting to  attend will 

be available in the narthex.  Be looking for them soon!  

This event needs member involvement, so sign up to 

host the appetizers, salad or main course at your house 

or to bring a dessert for our return to church.  This is 

a good way to meet your fellow members. Any questions 

ñ see  Joan Mendel.  
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Lutheran Women in Mission  
   

A Blessed & Happy New Year to all!  We have our past year of 

memories to reflect on and with the Lordõs help we will make new 

memories in the coming year with our church family and in our per-

sonal lives.  New programs, new mission projects, new resolutions.  
 

Seventeen ladies attended the December meeting/annual cookie 

exchange.  What a beautiful display of cookies.  We enjoyed fel-

lowship, devotions, caroling and a delicious brunch.  
 

Wonõt you join us at our next meeting, January 9th (2nd Saturday) 

at 10am?  Come and enjoy devotions, fellowship and of course, re-

freshments.  Our speaker will be Gail Engstrom from the Phoenix 

Rescue Mission, one of our mission projects.  
 

Please remember to bring your Mite monies, stamps for missions 

and your used or new greeting cards to the January meeting.  
 

Upcoming Dates 

January 9th (2nd Saturday)  -  10am Monthly meeting  

Gail Engstrom, Speaker from Phoenix Rescue Mission  
 

February 6th  -  10am Monthly meeting  

Kelli Freeman, Speaker from Hope and a Future  
 

March 6th ñ10am Monthly meeting  

Decorating Easter cookies with our kids and grandkids.  
 

MARCH 28TH  

Annual Bake Sale 

 
Serve the Lord with gladness.  Psalm 100:2  
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This is an excerpt from their latest 

newsletter.  Each week the Groundwork Guatemala ministry team heads out to 

our ministry sites, ready to shine the Light! Time is spent at each location visiting 

families in their homes, developing relationships of caring and trust as we dis-

cover the needs of the people God has called us to serve. The largest portion of 

ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǎ IŜ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜΦ bƻǿΣ L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǿŜέ ŀƴŘ άǳǎέ ōǳǘ 

really, it is the Guatemalans on our ministry team that share their faith and love 

with their people with such enthusiasm. Who better knows a Guatemalan than 

another Guatemalan?  

The rest of our day includes a Bible study for adults, given by Manuel and Sandra, 

and faith lessons for the children, given by Oscar and Ruth.  Growing in the 

Word!  Learning about  their  Savior and what a life lived for Him should be! 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴΩ ŀōƻǳǘΗΗ 

 Meet our Missionaries  

 

Kevin and Ginny Holmes, founders of 
Groundwork Guatemala, worshiped 
with us and spoke during adult Bible 
class on 12/27.  They shared their 
heart of passion for the Guatemalan 
people, the challenges they face and 
the victories they have witnessed.   

Oscar teaching Bible stories 
to the little ones. 

Guatemalan missionaries 
working with Kevin and Ginny 
are left to right: Oscar, Sandra, 
Manuel, Ruth, Julian. 
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Volunteer Spotlight  
 

Each Sunday, the altar of our church holds one or more flower 
arrangements.  Karen and Michael Scheerer are the good folks 
who make sure those flowers get there each week. 
 

At the beginning of each year, Karen puts out a flower chart for congrega-

tional use.  The dates fill up quickly as folks place flowers on the altar in 

remembrance of loved ones, in celebrations of anniversaries or birthdays 

or in thanksgiving for Godôs abundant blessings. 

Karen coordinates with the people at Bashas who do the flower arrange-

ments for the church.  The arrangements are usually picked up on Satur-

day and are in place for Sundayôs worship.  Additionally, Michael makes 

sure our eternal candle, located in the chancel, is always burning. 

Thanks, Karen and Michael, for the important service the two of you pro-

vide to Life in Christ! 

Gifts from the Heart  
 

2010 - A brand new year! Can you believe it? And we have work to do 
ŀǘ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΧΧƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΗ DƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 
year and a half ago. GFTH is a group of ladies with particular gifts and 
talents who joined together to work, to learn and have fun, and to fellowship.  
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǘ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ άƎƛŦǘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƳǇǘƛŜŘ 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ hǳǊ άƎƛŦǘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƭŜƴŘŀƭŜ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ 
Response Team, Crisis Pregnancy Center, and Banner Thunderbird Hospital: Neonatal 
ICU and Hospice of the Valley: Thunderbird. Thank you to Elizabeth Michaelis, Judie 
Firchow, Margaret Grief and her visiting out-of-state daughter and Linda Trimble for 
making those deliveries. At our January meeting, I will give you a full report on total 
ƛǘŜƳǎ άƎƛŦǘŜŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ нллфΦ  
 

Do you know someone who enjoys quilting, crocheting and/or knitting? 
Would they enjoy helping others in our community with their gifts and talents? 
Gifts from the Heart might be a group for them too. Invite them to come and join us 
on Saturday,  January 16th in the Education Building from 8 am till 12 noon. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ DƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘΧΦŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Wƻŀƴƴ ŀǘ 
623-337-0850 or Judy at 623-334-4269. 
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Life In Christ Kids  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Can you believe it is 2010?  The Lord has many more 
exciting opportunities for us to share His love in the next year and the next 
decade.  If you would like to help with Childrenôs Ministry in any way, please 
contact Grace Keedy Anderson through the church office.  There are always 
volunteer opportunities. 

 
Christmas 2009 Family Service ï THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all of the teachers, children, parents, musicians, book and 
present donors, bakers and reception preparation helpers, and anyone else 
who worked so hard to help make the Christmas Eve Family service so 
special.  Your hard work paid off kids!  You were amazing and told the 
Christmas story with such love and enthusiasm.   
 
Kids Valentines Day Program - Feb. 14th   
The children of LIC will be doing a Valentines Day presentation for the 
congregation at the second service on Sunday, Feb. 14

th
, which is Valentines 

Day!  We would LOVE for you to be there!       
 

What do you think?   
Does this person really need to make this resolution! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will try to drive closer to the speed limit. 



Life In Christ Lutheran Church  
14802 N. 75th Ave 
Peoria, AZ  85381 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

        

 

January Golf Outing  -  January 16 
Country Meadows 

First Tee time  8:00 a.m. 
RSVP to Jack Blanchard at  602-843-6426 

LICL Ladies Luncheon Group 
 

The next ladies luncheon is planned for:  
 

JBôs Family Restaurant   - 9889 W. Bell Rd Sun City  
January 14 ï 11:30am   

 
RSVP   Mary Matako by January 13 ï 623-584-8535 
 

 


