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The Life Line 

Just a Thought...by Pastor Spicer  
 

Our mid-week worship services continue this month 
as we explore the theme, ñWe Preach Christ 
Crucified.ò  I hope you can set aside the time each 
Wednesday night to come to Life in Christ and set 
your sights firmly on Jesus, ñthe author and finisher 
of our faith.ò  And take advantage of the good food 
and fellowship at the Quick Suppers that are served at 5:30 pm.  Many 
thanks to our Fellowship Committee for organizing the suppers and to our 
Small Groups and other ministries for preparing and serving the meals. 
 
Why not consider inviting someone to Easter services with you on April 4.  
We shall have three services that day ï 6:30, 8:30 and 10:30 am.  Mike 
Elsensohn and Friends will provide the music at the 6:30 am service.  Our 
Choir and Bells will perform at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  There will be other 
activities as well ï breakfast will be served by the Fellowship Committee 
and LICL Sunday School at 7:30 am and an Egg Hunt for the kids will be 
held at 9:30 am.   
 
A New Member Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, March 7.  We will add 
approximately 20 folks to our church family.  Those who will be joining Life 
in Christ tell us that they appreciate the ministry of our church and the 
friendly welcome they receive from folks each Sunday.  We continually 
give thanks to God for growing our church. 
 
 A blessed March to you all! 

 Pastor George Spicer 



From the Congregational Health Ministry  

tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ о wΩǎ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
 
Using medications after they expire can be dangerous.  Medications break down over 
ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ wΩǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
education: Review, Remove, and Restock. 
 

Review at least twice a year the content of your medicine cabinet and check all expiration dates.  This 
will ensure that medicines are up-to-date and at their peak effectiveness.  Liquid medicine can become 
more potent after it expires as the liquid portion evaporates. 
 

Remove ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ άƻƭŘέ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
physician is no longer prescribing.  Dispose of any medicines that do not have their original labels and 
any that look or smell strange. If tablets are powdery or discolored, get rid of them.  Flushing expired 
medicines down the toilet is no longer the preferred way to discard drugs.  The reason: a growing 
concern about the drugs we take showing up in waterways, which could pose hazards to fish, plants 
and, possibly, ourselves. 
 

 It's OK to throw most prescription and non-prescription drugs in the trash τ but only after taking a 
few steps. Crush pills or dissolve them in water; dilute liquid medications, too. Then mix the drugs with 
kitty litter, coffee grounds or other unappealing materials. Place the mess in a sealed plastic bag and 
discard. 
 

Remove and destroy prescription labels before throwing away original containers.  
 

Find out whether any sites in your community have legal approval to collect and discard 
consumers' unused medications such as a hazardous waste agency.  

 

When in doubt, ask your pharmacist for advice. 
 

Restock essential medicines in the fall to get ready for the winter cold and flu season.  This includes 
pain-relief, cold, and flu medicines, antacids, nighttime products, and anti-diarrhea medications.  To 
retain maximum potency, medications should be stored in a dry area away from direct sunlight.   

Gifts from the Heart 
 
March 27

th
 é..A Saturdayéé.join with your Sisters in Christ from 8 

a.m. till 12 noonéé.in the Education Building at Life in Christ. The 
sewing machines will be humminô and those plastic needles a clickinô. 

The closet shelves are stacked with fabric and yarn for you to choose from and a 
gigantic roll of new batting has been squeezed in as wellé..just bring your sewing 
machine and basic sewing, crocheting and/or knitting basket with your own familiar 
tools of choice. 
 
If you have a friend that would enjoy using her talents and gifts to reach out to the 
communityéébring her with you! We begin our morning in prayer; followed by ñshow 
and tellò; and then we go to worké..either crocheting or knitting lap robes, shawls, 
afghans, preemie hats, small animals to stuff or working with fabric for sewing a varied 
sizes of quilts. COME and JOIN in the Mission Outreach, the fun and the fellowship!! 
Thereôs an empty chair just waiting for you.  



 

Birthdays in March  
 

Marti Beeman, Aaron Gray,  
Colton,Johnson, Arvid Anderson,  
Dave Farney, Bunny Rolf, Jason Peserik 
Patti Lingenfelter, Fran Farney,  
Ray Strahl, Chuck Haynes, 
Dave Darling, Sue Oolman, 
Amanda Benson, Christina Chavarria,  
Warren Doede,  Margaret Greif,  
Ellie Lipinski, Gene Cline,  
Stephanie Olohan, Judith Crary,  
Bailey Johnson, Julie Salvaggio, 
Elliot Early , Conner Gillam, 
Robert Rolf, Bob Lutzinger,  
Trish Walt, Bob Youhas, Kathi Youhas,  
Don Herman, Mark Strout, Grace Peserik, 
Andrea Verley, Suzanne Coughenour, 
Bennett Erickson, Courtney Early,  
Mary Harris, Mike Gray, Ken Wiedemann 
Steve Johnson, Nicholas Schutt, 
Cindy Doede, Sharon Mefford 

Anniversaries in March  
 

Chuck & Joyce Haynes 
Earl & Ruth Ann Guse 
Dave & Mary Matako 
Dave & Lois Berg 
Scott & Patti Lingenfelter 
Bob & Kathy Youhas 
Bill & Karen Rayson 
Nick & Alison Malapanis 
Phil & Judy Allen 

 
Congratulations to 

all!! 

Lenten Quick Suppers 
Our first dinner was Feb 23,  but we have four more in March : 
March 3rd the Herman and the Hagar small groups will be hosting hamburgers with baked beans. 
March 10th the Danzinger small group will be hosting chili and baked potatoes.  
March 17th The Darling small group has not yet decided on a menu but we are sure it will be deli-
cious.  
Then ending our Lenten season this year is the Allen and Mefford groups who  will be hosting Bar B 
Q sandwiches.  
 
Dinner is served from 5:30- 6:30 with Lenten services starting @ 7pm. So, come out and enjoy a 
meal with your church family and friends. These meals are all hosted by the small groups and with a 
free will donation you can enjoy a fine meal with great company.    
      

 Church Picnic  Saturday, April 17th  3pm at Sahuaro Ranch Park 
You  will not want to miss out this year.  The fellowship committee has been working really hard on  
planning and preparing games for all ages. We will have Bocce ball going on with a horseshoe con-
test, relay races and target shooting, not to mention Toss Across and Team Skiing (yes that is team 
skiing in Arizona in April.)  Sign up in the Narthex to let us know how many people will be attending 
and what dish you would like to bring to share. Hamburgers, hot dogs and buns will be provided by 
the church. Remember this is the time to invite your family, friends and neighbors to join you and see 

what we are all about. So don't wait until the last minute! Sign up today!  

Fellowship Events Committee  



Lutheran Women in Mission 
 

Last month we told you what LWM was and mentioned òmites.ó  This month weõll give 

you some LWM MITE HISTORY.  We all remember the story of the Widowõs Mite 

(Mark 12:41 -43).  Perhaps mite boxes were inspired by the various òcentó or òmiteó 

societies of the early 1800s.  

 

Over the years many Lutheran Ladiesõ Aid societies used a box to gather funds in 

support of local and synod ministries.  Under the original 1928 Lutheran Womenõs 

Missionary Endeavor organizational plan, each woman in every congregation would re-

ceive a Mite Box if she participated in the Ladiesõ Aid.  In 1930, receipts from the 

92 Ladies Aid societies totaled $6,651.31.  

 

The LWML, formally recognized by LCMS in 1942, required by the newly adopted 

constitution & bylaws, that 25% of all missionary contributions be given to the na-

tional organization.  

 

At the 1953 convention, delegates reaffirmed the policy of raising funds only 

through voluntary offerings.  Instead of òmite boxesó some societies called them 

òblessing boxesó or òmission boxesó or òthank offering boxesó.  In publications and 

speeches, Leaguers were reminded not to just tuck their boxes away out of sight 

and then on meeting day to take out a dollar, put it in an envelope and hand it in.  

Faithfully distributing a personõs loose change in the mite box and adding it to all the 

others would ultimately become a large offering that would be used to extend Godõs 

kingdom. 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

March 6th  10 AM Monthly meeting  

Decorating Easter cookies & make a special Easter craft with  

our kids and grandkids.  

March 28th  -  Annual Bake Sale 

A fund raiser to support our church & community  

April 10 (2nd Saturday) - 10 am Monthly Meeting  

Speaker from Maggiesõs Place 

May 8, (2nd Saturday)  11 am  

Ladies Spring Luncheon 

 

Serve the Lord with gladness.  Psalm 100:2  



 

 

 

 

Book Review 

The Shack 
by 

Wm. Paul Young 
 

This book is currently the #1 New 
York Times Bestseller.   
 

LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
from a family vacation that was 
spent in a wilderness shack.   Four 
years later her father receives a sus-
picious note, apparently from God, 
inviting him back to that shack for a 
weekend. 

 

A description of the book reads: 
άLƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ 
grow increasingly irrelevant, THE 
SHACK wrestles with the timeless 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ έWhere is God in a world so 
ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴǎǇŜŀƪŀōƭŜ ǇŀƛƴΚέ 
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ LΩƳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǊŜŀπ
sons: 
1. L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ 
2. LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

book! 
 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ 
hear from you.  Email me at: 
lucille.beyer@cox.net 

 

What Easter Means To Me 
 

Easter Is A Time 
That Is So Very Grand; 

For It Represents The Resurrection, 
Of The Greatest Man. 

 
¸Ŝǎ ! aŀƴ ²ƘƻΩǎ bŀƳŜΣ 
²ƘƻΩǎ bŀƳŜ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 

Who Died Upon A Cross, 
For All The World He Paid The Price! 

 
Now You Can Have The Bunnies, 

And The Baskets All In Lace, 
But When I Think Of Easter, 

I Can Only See The Face 
 

Of A Man Who Died, 
So I Could Be Set Free, 

Who Took My Sins And Buried Them, 
On A Tree At Calvary. 

 
Who Rose So High In Victory, 
And Now Sets Upon A Throne. 

Who Walks With Me Day To Day, 
²Ƙƻ {Ƙƻǿǎ aŜ LΩƳ bƻǘ !ƭƻƴŜΗ 

 
No When I Think Of Easter, 

A Bunny I Do Not See; 
For My Jesus Is The Reason, 
LΩƭƭ bƻǿ [ƛǾŜ CƻǊ !ƭƭ 9ǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΗ 

 
Used with permission  
from Cathy Jo Moore 

 

 

 



   Volunteer Spotlight  
          

This month the spotlight shines on that genial guitarist and 
musician, Mike Elsensohn. 
 

Mikeôs passion is Christian music.  In every church that he and Sandy 
have attended, Mike has blessed that church with his musicianship.  Mike 
and friends have blessed us at Life in Christ on many occasions and will 
once again be leading the music at the 6:30 am service on Easter Sun-
day.  Mike has such a keen ear, there isnôt a song that he canôt arrange to 
play on the guitar.  What a gift! 
 
Additionally, Mike volunteers on Sunday mornings, running our sound 
board.  Life in Christ is blessed with an outstanding sound system, one of 
the best of any church in the Valley of the Sun.  Running that sound 
board takes skill and attention to detail and Mike helps make the pastors, 
Choir, Bells or anyone needing a microphone sound good. 
 

Thanks, Mike, for sharing your gifts with our church! 

Maria Santelôs First Day as 
an American Citizen  

 
Maria came to the USA in  the Summer 
of 1983, from Lisbon Portugal to 
Dallas, Texas.   

 

Maria says ñ I didnôt wish to come...but 
I had to because of my family, and my 
first husband had lost his job with the 
airlines.  That time was very hard to get jobs in Portugal as well, but I 

had a great one (lucky me.)ò 
 

The transition was very hard with two teenagers and a baby.  She never liked Texas and 
swore she would move again one day.  With hard work and determination, 
and lots of help from her kids,  they made it. 
She met Michael, became Lutheran (since they were married in a Lutheran 
church) and moved to New Jersey.  They continued to move because of 
Michaelôs job, and finally settled in Phoenix. 
 

ñOne day, after my divorce, I was coming back from Portugal and felt very strongly I WAS 
COMING HOME!  And that was it; the first step to becoming an American.  I am European at 
heart, but I Americanized.  I married an American, my kids are all citizens...why not me?  And 
finally it happenedò  says Maria. 



Life  in  Christ  Kids 
 

Palm Sunday Christian Seder Meal during Education Hour 

Join us on Palm Sunday as we celebrate the Triumphal Entry of 

Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.  Palm Sunday, often referred to as 

Passion Sunday, marks the beginning of  Holy Week, which 

concludes on Easter Sunday. Learn about the events that happened 

during the week before his death and resurrection.  Join us as we 

�V�W�X�G�\���´�7�K�H���/�D�V�W���6�X�S�S�H�U�µ���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���3�D�V�V�R�Y�H�U���G�L�Q�Q�H�U����
the Seder Meal.  This ceremony brought Jesus to Jerusalem almost 

�H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U���R�I���+�L�V���O�L�I�H���D�V���D���-�H�Z�������'�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���W�K�L�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���6�X�Q�G�D�\���D�V��
we learn about Holy Week and celebrate the Christian Seder 

Dinner.  

 

Easter Pancake Breakfast 

Get your alarm clocks and mixing bowls ready as Life in Christ 

kids once again prepare to cook the annual Easter Pancake 

�E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���������$�V���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���J�U�R�Z�V���H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����Z�H�·�Y�H���J�R�Q�H���I�U�R�P���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J��
for a few dozen to literally hundreds of pancakes!  We need all 

�K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���G�H�F�N���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�������%�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���L�V��
served from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 so be sure to sign up for your spot at 

the griddle!  We will begin mixing and cooking at 5:00 a.m.!  

���<�D�Z�Q�����������,�I���\�R�X���F�D�Q�·�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���W�K�D�W���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R��
need help on Saturday, April 3

rd

 in the afternoon with preparations.   

LWM Annual Bake Sale  
coming 

March 28 

 

Save your appetite and your pennies  

so that you can purchase the wonderful  

home made goodies!!! 


