
  

 

Our Mission Statement: Live & Grow in Christ ~ Encourage and Reach 

                   JUST A THOUGHT  . . .  from Pastor George Spicer 

 

 

 

Have you ever given much thought to that? So often, the people who meet Jesus are by 

His Words and actions. 

A Samaritan woman (John 4) was surprised that Jesus spoke to her.  She was even more  that the One 

offering her living water was the Christ, sent to save the world. 

The fisherman, Peter (Luke 5), was  that Jesus would have any interest in him, a sinful man.  Jesus made Peter 

an offer the fisherman couldn’t refuse – to catch men. 

The tax collector, Zacchaeus (Luke19), was  that Jesus wanted to have a meal with him.  By the end of the 

meal, Zacchaeus  himself by returning money to those he had cheated.   

These are only a few of the people whom Jesus .  But they are not the only ones.  Ask yourself, “How has 

Jesus  me?” 

When He spoke His Word of forgiveness to you at a time when you could not forgive yourself? 

When He offered His peace to you in a moment when your life was in turmoil? 

When He proclaimed His love to you when you felt lonely and unlovable? 

As we we can almost assuredly expect Jesus to  us in some way. 

Jesus  us when He does what we deem impossible – comfort our hurting heart or provide peace in the midst 

of our pain or come to our rescue during depression and discouragement. 

Keep on drawing near to Jesus.  Have an open ear and heart for His Word.  Come to His table and hear Him say, “This is 

My body, this is My blood for the forgiveness of your sins.  See how much I love you!” Word and Sacraments, Bible study 

and prayer – in these Jesus comes to you. 

As you draw near to Jesus, don’t be surprised when He  you – answering a prayer when you least expected it, 

offering a clear path when you couldn’t see it, or speaking a Word of love to you when you really needed it. 

What does today look like for you? Same old routine? A day just like any other day? 

Be watchful – just like the Samaritan woman or Peter or Zacchaeus, you might find that Jesus has a  for you!  

Pastor George Spicer 

14802 N. 75th Avenue – Peoria, AZ 85381  
Phone: 623-773-1234    
Website: www.licl.org 

   AUGUST 2019 

     Life Line News 
PASTOR GEORGE SPICER – email: licl@licl.org 

Church Office email: connie@licl.org; pam@licl.org 
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Vacationing in Korea 

Deaf Ministry Worship 
Teaching Tuesday Bible Class 

Last Tuesday Bible Class 
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Trunk or Treat— The Incredibles! 

Confirmation 

Kids’ Club — Pink Hair! 

St Mary’s Food Bank 

Pastor Marcus  

Youth Christmas Party  

Pastor Marcus  

Living Hope Lutheran!  Here we come! 
LICL loves you! 

You will be 
missed! 
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A Message from the Board of  Ministries 

 

Welcome back to the monthly edition of the newsletter! I’ve been        

putting updates in the bulletin so there isn’t any new information to   

pass  on. We all enjoyed a wonderful send off to Pastor Marcus, Kim 

and the kids in July. The Elders and the Board are drafting (as this is being written) the 

characteristics we’d like to see in the new Associate Pastor. The results of that process 

will be shared in mid-August so we can have a Voters Meeting in late August – that’s 

the plan anyway. We must all be patient with the process and let God take control. It 

will be hard because we don’t understand God’s timelines, but it will be worth it in the 

end. 
 

With the work to be done on the Call process, the Board of Ministry Directors did not 

meet in July and have little on the horizon until we get to decision on the Call 

Committee. As the old saying goes, no news, is good news. 

 

Short and sweet this month but we are always 

ready to assist in anyway. Your Board of Ministry 

Directors continues to work hard on your behalf 

and are always around to answer questions or 

share ideas with. I’m serious when I say, please 

don’t hesitate to contact one us.  

In God’s service to you,  

Bill S 

Congregational President  

 

2019 Board of Ministry Directors 
 

President — Bill S 

Vice President — Rick H 

Secretary — DeAnn K 

Treasurer — Joy W 

Financial Secretary — Smitty G 

Member at Large —  Bill E 

Member at Large — Ben H 
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Thus far we have completed the first two parts of our Run the 

Race ministry theme for 2019.  Part one focused on Strength 

and Training.  Just as a successful runner prepares for a 

distance race, building up strength and endurance to go all 

the way, so we, too, utilize God’s Word, the Bible and God’s 

Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to run in faith, 

keeping our eyes on Jesus who awaits at the finish line with a crown of righteousness for each of 

us (see 2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

 Part three will start sometime in September and will run through December 24.  This final 

phase will emphasize both spiritual growth and physical health.  More details are to come but I 

believe part three will be something the entire congregation will want to participate in. 

 By the way, I am heartened by the number of you who are using the Run the Race 

“Strength + Training” devotional which you can find in the bulletin or online (www.licl.org).  Each 

week worship bulletins, either unused or left over, are turned into the office.  Occasionally, I take 

a peek at the left overs and am happily surprised to see that many “Strength + Training” slips 

have been removed and taken home.  It’s so good to know the daily Bible readings and prayer 

suggestions are being used by so many of you! 

 Tune in next month for more details on the final phase of Run the Race.  As you wait 

please keep in mind the verses from Hebrews 12 that provide the theme for this year’s ministry 

campaign: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 

Let us throw off everything that hinders, and the sin that so easily entangles, 

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 

Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

And sat down at the throne of God. 

 

God’s blessings! 

Pastor Spicer 

http://www.licl.org
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Taught by:  Ginny W & Cary R 

 
 

 

Taught by:  Deacon Gale C & Sean M 
 

Watch upcoming bulletins for room assignments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, August 11 --  

Meet your new teachers at the 9:30 service! 
Sunday School Teachers will be installed. 
Sunday School Children will be blessed. 

Teachers & children will then go to their classrooms. 

 

 
 

 

Superintendent:  Denise R 
Asst Superintendent::  Smitty G 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K:        Linda H & Jacki M 

1st-2nd:      Natasha B  

3rd-4th:      Kelcy L & Joni M  

5th-6th:      Smitty G 

Pianist:       Tim G 
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Starting Thursday, August 22 — Fellowship Hall

  

 

  

In this series of Drive Thru History, Dave Stotts explores the amazing lives of the very first Christians.  Beginning in 

Jerusalem and using the Book of Acts as a roadmap, Dave travels the Mediterranean region to share the people, 

places and events that launched the Christian Faith.   

In the 18 episodes Dave investigates what happened after the Gospel accounts of Jesus Christ.  He follows the 

lives of Peter, James, Phillip, and Stephen through Israel.  He travels the missionary routes of Paul, Barnabas, 

Silas, and Timothy through Turkey, Cyprus, Greece, Malta, and Rome.  He finishes with John on the island of 

Patmos and drives through the seven churches of Revelation in Asia Minor.  In the end, you will experience an 

amazing adventure through the world of the first Christians! 

Come join us on this journey led by Ginny W. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Tuesday mornings at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall 

You can tell we are Lutherans!  —  

We always have a great class & discussion  

along with coffee, delicious refreshments & the best fellowship! 

Will now be meeting in a new location! 

Join us every Saturday at 6:30am for at Bible Study 
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Our meetings are held during the months of September to May, on the second Saturdays. We meet 

from 9:00 to 11:00am in the LICL Fellowship Hall. Ladies of all ages are invited to join us at our 

meetings and events.  Our first meeting of the year will be held on Saturday, September 14. 

  LWML Officers  2019/2020: 

          President:                                     Kathy S 

                V. P.  of  Human Care:               Lucille B 

                V. P.  of Christian Life:                 Diana S 

                V. P.  of Service Resources:       Sherry W  

                Secretary:                                    Gena A 

                Treasurer:                                      Ruth T 

                Member at Large:                      Janice R 

A BIG thank you to outgoing officer Monica M. It was a pleasure serving with you. The board 

has been busy planning for the new year, so watch the bulletins and newsletters for all the 

inspiring women’s ministry events we have planned for you. 

Support the Homeless Community by 

Making Sleeping Mats  & 

Assembling Blessing Bags 

Saturday, Aug 3, 9:30 to 11:30 am 

The entire congregation is invited to join us in making 

sleeping mats and assembling “Blessing Bags” for the 

homeless. A light lunch will also be served at 11:30 am. 

Please RSVP on the sign‑up sheet in the narthex or by 

calling the  church office at (623) 773-1234.    

We hope to see you there!  

 LWML & LIFE IN CHRIST 

DONATED CASES OF BOTTLED WATER 

TO KEEP THE HOMELESS HYDRATED 

 

A pallet (48 cases) of water were delivered to both  

Phoenix Rescue Mission’s Water Drive and to 

Grace Lutheran Church, an official summer heat 

respite in downtown Phoenix.   

Thank you for keeping the homeless hydrated 

For more information about Lutheran Women in Mission, please contact  

Kathy S or Lucille B  



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, July 12th at approximately, 9:45am, after Pastor Spicer led our group of LICL Volunteers in prayer, we 

carpooled to "Grace in the City". We arrived there at 10:30am; unloaded food and supplies from our vehicles. Then 

we washed hands, put gloves, aprons and "Beautiful Bonnets" (hair nets) on.  Before serving lunch @ noon Lucille B 

led the homeless and volunteers in prayer. We served over 150 meals that day.  The meal consisted of sloppy joe 

sandwiches, apples, oranges, lettuce salad (with tomatoes, carrots, & dressing), individual bags of chips and cookies 

and bottled water were served.  After cleaning up the group headed back to LICL.  We arrived back to church @ 

1:30 pm.  Below is the address for Grace Lutheran Church ELCA.   

Grace Lutheran Church ELCA  
"Grace in the City" 

1124 N. 3 St., Phoenix, AZ 85004 
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Our LICL Congregation is      

   extremely generous! 
 

Thank you for both monetary and food 

donations to help feed those who are hungry.  

Special thanks to our Volunteers for their 

hard work and smiling faces.  You are all a 

blessing! 

Life in Christ Volunteers 

Geneva  A                                        Marilyn L 

Gena A (food prep @ LICL)            Lisa M 

Mary A                                               Kathy S 

Lois B                                                  Bob S 

Lucille B                                              Diana S 

Betty C                                              Laura T 

Yvonne F                                          Gail T 

Judy F                                                Mike T                              

Mary G                                              Ruth T                                

Patty H 

LICL Volunteers @  

“Grace in the City” 

July 12, 2019 

Ready 

To  

Serve! Feeding the Homeless  @ Grace Lutheran in Phoenix 

Plenty of Plates! 

Sloppy Joe Buns  

& more plates! 
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Sometimes we are confused by the messages in the media. First we are 

assured that, thanks to vaccines, some diseases are almost gone from 

the U.S. But we are also warned to immunize our children, ourselves as 

adults, and the elderly. 

Diseases are becoming rare due to vaccinations. 

It’s true, some diseases (like polio and diphtheria) are becoming very rare in the U.S. Of course, they are becoming 

rare largely because we have been vaccinating against them. But it is still reasonable to ask whether it’s really 

worthwhile to keep vaccinating. 

It’s much like bailing out a boat with a slow leak. When we started bailing, the boat was filled with water. But we 

have been bailing fast and hard, and now it is almost dry. We could say, “Good. The boat is dry now, so we can 

throw away the bucket and relax.” But the leak hasn’t stopped. Before long we’d notice a little water seeping in, 

and soon it might be back up to the same level as when we started. 

Keep immunizing until disease is eliminated. 

Unless we can “stop the leak” (eliminate the disease), it is important to keep immunizing. Even if there are only a 

few cases of disease today, if we take away the protection given by vaccination, more and more people will 

become infected and will spread disease to others. Soon we will undo the progress we have made over the years. 

What if we stopped vaccinating? 

So what would happen if we stopped vaccinating here? Diseases that are almost unknown would stage a 

comeback. Before long we would see epidemics of diseases that are nearly under control today. More children 

would get sick and more would die. This is what is happening with this year’s measles outbreak which is the largest 

since the 1990s. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced in May that 75 more measles cases 

were confirmed in 23 states, bringing the U.S. total to 839 so far this year.  The World Health Organization reports 

that even though a safe and cost-effective vaccine is available, in 2017, there were 110,000 measles deaths 

globally, mostly among children under the age of five. 

We vaccinate to protect our future. 

We don’t vaccinate just to protect our children. We also vaccinate to protect our grandchildren and their 

grandchildren. With one disease, smallpox, we “stopped the leak” in the boat by eradicating the disease. Our 

children don’t have to get smallpox shots anymore because the disease no longer exists. Smallpox is now only a 

memory, and if we keep vaccinating against other diseases, the same will someday be true for them too. 

Vaccinations are one of the best ways to put an end to the serious effects of certain diseases.  

Source: CDC and WHO 

Reminder: In the May newsletter all over 50 were encouraged to get the Shingrix vaccine to prevent shingles.  If 

you have received the first dose the second vaccination is needed 2-6 months later.  Don’t forget to call your Dr. 

or pharmacy to make those arrangements. 

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html
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Whom can you encourage today? Think of 

lonely hearts that need the encouragement 

of the presence of their Savior. Tell those who 

are worried about the future that you are 

praying for them and that God has good 

plans for them. And don’t forget the simple 

fact that just listening to others and letting 

them know you care may be all they need. 

Listen to your Savior encouraging you in His 

Word, and you will be well prepared to 

encourage others.”  

Rev. Jonathan M. Kruschel,  

St. John Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota“ 

 

 
 

Please join us! 

LICL’s Life Team Meeting 

August 3rd   

9:00am  — Rm #11 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

By Karen B 
 
 

Whenever you feel worse from the wear and tear 

Just seek the Lord in heartfelt prayer. 

Hide away in an empty room 

And ask dear God to lift your gloom. 
 

He heals your troubled mind with love, 

Covering you with His bliss from above. 

His protection always surrounds you well  

And in His safety you do dwell. 
 

Remember He provides for you each day 

With all your needs along life’s way.  

And as you look to Him in prayer 

You’ll know beyond doubt He’s always there. 
 

Oh Lord, every day that passes by 

Brings me closer to You on high. 

I can look forward to Your hello embrace,  

Because You touched me with Your grace. 
 

Thank You for never forsaking me 

And letting me know that I’ll always be 

Surrounded by Your unfailing love 

As I wait patiently to be united with You up above. 

 

 



14 

 

 

FOR SENIOR ADULTS 

EXPERIENCING  Create a Better Day 

at Memory Café! 

JOIN US! 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20 ~10 - 11:30 AM ~ CLC Rm. #11 

BIBLE STUDY ~ CRAFTS ~ SNACKS ~ GAMES 

If you/your loved one is experiencing the challenges of memory loss join us on 

the third Tuesday of each month from 10:00-11:30 am. We encourage those 

with memory loss and their caregivers to attend Memory Café together. We will 

have fellowship, light refreshments, activities, in a safe, supportive and loving 

social environment.   Hope to see you there! 

 

For questions or comments regarding 

Memory Café, please contact:: 

Jennifer W 
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From July 8 through July 15, a group of seven youth (and two adults) from Life 
in Christ attended the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The 

Gathering is hosted every three years by the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, and provides teens with fellowship, worship, speakers, and more. The 

2019 Gathering brought together nearly 25,000 Lutherans from 19 different 
countries to learn all about our  

“Real. Present. God.” 
 

Below are some pictures from their adventures in Minnesota – all of which was 
possible thanks to the generosity of the Life in Christ congregation.  

 

Thank you for your support! 
 

Devan, Eric, Hannah, Henley,  
Nate, Tatum & Tristen  

 

Pastor Marcus & Erin S 
 

Nightly worship events with all participants were held at U.S. Bank Stadium (where 

the Minnesota Vikings play football). Daily Bible studies and speaker sessions 

were held at the Minneapolis Convention Center. 
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Some fun adventures at  

Valleyfair amusement park 

(Top photo – from left-to-right: Hannah, Tatum,  
Henley, Nate & Devan)         
 

(Right photo – left-to-right: Tristen, Nate, Devan, Eric, Henley, Hannah, Tatum, Erin & Pastor Marcus) 

 

Lunch at  
Mickey’s Diner 

 
The group enjoyed 
lunch together at a  
Minnesota favorite 

 
(from left-to-right:  

Henley, Devan, Hannah, 
Tatum, Eric, Tristen,  

Erin & Nate) 
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Sweet Treats at  
Nelson’s Ice Cream 

 

A summer trip wouldn’t be 

complete without ice cream – and 

Nelson’s didn’t disappoint. With 

gigantic portions and a variety of 

flavors, there was something for 

everyone!  

A little bit of education, too! 
 

The group explored the Capitol 

building in St. Paul (left), and 

learned about the history of flour 

mills in Minneapolis at the Mill City 

Museum (which also had some 

nice views of the city!). 

Top photo: The group outside of the  
capitol building in St. Paul  
 
Right photo (from left-to-right): Devan, Henley, Hannah, Eric, Tatum & Tristen 
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4243 Pinnacle Peak Rd  -  Glendale 85310 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shampoo 

Bar Soap 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrush 

Hand Lotion 

Men & Women’s Deodorant  

Curad Bandaids 
(Regular size—not assorted) 

Bottled Water 
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10615 West Peoria Ave, Sun City 

623-815-7061 
 

Come by and chill with us! 

Don’t miss “Christmas in July”, our most popular event of the year.  Open Monday through Saturday from 8:30am 

– 4:00pm for your shopping pleasure.  Specials deals on everything Christmas throughout the month.  And of 

course, our great prices on appliances, books, clothing, furniture, kitchen utensils,  and other gently used items are 

always available. 

Come by and volunteer with us! 

We are on track this year to donate $450,000 to local churches and charities!  But we always need more 

volunteers.  You can spend as many or as few hours a week with us as you want, and be part of something pretty 

special.  It’s fun, it’s fellowship and you would make a difference.   

Want to be a part of this amazing ministry?  Call today for your shop tour and see where you might be able to 

help!      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D  Dominoes  Lunch Bunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will resume in September on 

the second Thursday  

of the month! 

Everyone’s invited! 

Mark your calendars! 

 Exercise Class 

Sherri S 

Instructor 

Mexican Train is the game! 

If you’ve never played,  

we’ll teach you!  JOIN US!  
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LCMS Stewardship  
 

August 2019 

 

Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony of receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? The offerings are 

collected in plates or baskets, and they are brought forward and given to the pastor or an assistant. The pastor turns 

toward the altar, and, as he slightly bows his head, the offerings are raised slightly to the Lord and placed on the 

altar or an adjacent table.  
 

Why do we have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what ceremony does – it teaches, as the 

Augsburg Confession tells us what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 
 

Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was collected in the offering plates. The 

elements for the Holy Communion – the bread and the wine – were brought forward with the offerings. The 

offerings and elements were lifted toward the Lord and placed upon the altar. The altar, now made a table, would 

be set for the Lord’s Supper.  
 

Gifts brought to the altar come from the sweat of His people’s brow. They are the bread and wine, the fruits of His 

people’s labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor and toil, the people are to bring a generous proportion for 

the Lord’s work. Gifts set upon the altar are offered to the Lord for Him to take up and press into service for His 

gracious work. 

 

For what is offered to the Lord from the sweat of His people’s brow – the bread of anxious toil – comes back to us as 

the bread of life. The bread comes down from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup will receive 

life through the forgiveness of their sins.  

 

This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:  

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your 

God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 

your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your 

God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your 

God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name 

there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the 

Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong 

drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and 

your household.” (Deut. 14:22-26)  
 

What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat of our brows. He receives this 

from us in the first-fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise, and He turns these into spiritual bread. 

He gives this heavenly bread – the bread of eternal life – back to us so we might have joy. 
 

So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder. The offerings we have given to Him, 

the Lord gives back to us in His supper so that we may rejoice in the salvation He won for us upon the cross. 


