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 Life Line News 

     

JUST A THOUGHT…from Pastor George Spicer  

 As we move into October, we are preparing to bring Run the Race to an 

end by…walking. 

 Sounds like an oxymoron, doesn’t it? 

 The final phase of Run the Race, if you haven’t yet already heard, is a 

Walk to Bethlehem! 

 Starting October 20th, we as a congregation will be walking to the birthplace of the 

Christ Child.   

 Sounds like an impossible task.  I assure you it isn’t.  In fact, every person in the 

congregation can contribute to getting us all to Bethlehem by Christmas Eve. 

 Walk to Bethlehem will focus on our spiritual and physical health. Your physical activity, 

whether it be walking, running, riding a bike, taking the dog for a walk, swimming laps, or 

working in your garden enables you to accumulate miles.  

 If physical exercise is a challenge for you, have no fear! You can rack up the miles by 

attending worship, being in a Bible or Sunday School class, or reading your daily Run the 

Race devotion sheet and praying (see the FAQ insert in the bulletin for more information on 

how you can contribute to the effort.) 

 We’ll need you to let us know each week how many miles you accumulated.  There will 

be a couple of ways to report that info.  We’ll also be offering a gift card each week to 

motivate you to keep accumulating those important miles. 

 I’m excited about Walk to Bethlehem.  The concluding phase will remind us of the 

importance of good physical health and wellness along with practicing those spiritual 

disciplines that we focused on at the beginning of the year.  This seems like a great way to 

end the year and all it takes is walking! 

 You’ll learn more about Walk to Bethlehem as the month goes on.  Please participate! 

We’ve saved a spot for you as we make our way to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the world’s 

one true hope! 

Peace in Jesus, 

Pastor George Spicer 

PASTOR GEORGE SPICER – email: pastorspicer@licl.org 

Church Office email: connie@licl.org; pam@licl.org 

Our Mission Statement: Live & Grow in Christ ~ Encourage and Reach 

mailto:connie@licl.org
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1. Write a note with encouraging feedback from his sermon 

2. Give a gift card to his favorite restaurant 

3. Ask your pastor how you can specifically pray for him & his family 

4. Provide for & encourage time off for vacations 

5. Take your pastor out for a meal and talk about his life, not ministry 

6. Loan out your favorite vacation spot (cabin, camper, time-share) 

7. Respect his time, & encourage appropriate rest & renewal 

8. Discover & encourage him in his personal interests 

9. Take your pastor and his wife/family somewhere fun: game, concert, dinner 

10. Give a gift card  

11. Specifically share how God has used him to challenge, enrich, and encourage your walk with Jesus 

12. Provide a generous salary, insurance, and retirement 

13. Let your pastor’s wife know how much you appreciate her 

14. Remember birthdays & anniversaries with a personal card  

15. Give unused sports or concert tickets to your pastor’s family 

16. Leave your pastor’s favorite snack or candy in his office 

17. Buy him an iTunes or Amazon gift card 

18. Take him out golfing 

19. Express appreciation, written & spoken 

20. Pray for your pastor daily—ask God to bless him and his  

          ministry—be thankful for his loving care! 

Thank you Pastor Spicer  
for shepherding our congregation. 

   Christ has truly blessed us with your  
           gracious love and care! 

     Love — Your LICL flock — The Sheepies 
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1. We love our pastor because he studies and preaches the Word faithfully. He is consistent every week. 

2. We love our pastor because he is a man of prayer. He knows he cannot lead and shepherd our church in his 

own power. He is totally dependent on God.   

3. We love our pastor because he is always on call. His workweeks are long. He knows his vacations and days 

off will often be interrupted by crises and deaths, but he doesn’t complain. He views it as a part of his call. 

4. We love our pastor because he is there to celebrate my victories and to comfort me in my difficulties. His 

life is a roller coaster of emotional events, but he remains constant and strong for our church. 

5. We love our pastor because he leads our church with a vision. And he constantly seeks to make certain it is 

God’s vision and not his own. 

6. We love our pastor because he endures criticism from church members. And though the critics hurt him, he 

perseveres and loves them anyway. 

7. We love our pastor because he is authentic. He does not act spiritually superior or condescending. The 

pastor I see in the pulpit is consistent with the pastor I see in other settings. 

8. We love our pastor because he bears the burdens of leading many people without complaints or self-pity. 

He hears of so many challenges and problems in others’ lives, but that does not deter him from listening and 

praying for us. 

9. We love our pastor because he is sacrificial. He seeks to put us church members before himself. He is a 

selfless man and a grateful man. 

10. We love our pastor because he loves to share the gospel and the power of the resurrection. He is truly 

passionate about seeing those without Christ become followers of the Savior. 

11. We love our pastor because he disciples and mentors many. He understands that his role is not to do all the 

work of ministry, but to equip others to do the work of ministry. 

12. We love our pastor because he loves our congregation with a Christ-like love. Though he can get frustrated 

and discouraged, his love for us does not wane. Indeed we get a glimpse of the love of Christ through the 

love of our pastor.     

13. **LICL loves Pastor Spicer because he conveys the love of Christ with humor and compassion!   He 

makes coming to church fun!  Thank you for your deep love for Christ, your strong leadership, your 

daily example, and your constant love and care for your sheep!  We love you, Pastor Spicer!   

God has blessed us over and over through YOU!   

The following excerpt taken from  https://thomrainer.com/2015/04/twelve-reasons-i-love-my-pastor/ 

describes Pastor Spicer to a tee!  No wonder we love him so much!   
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A Message from the Board of  Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our September Board meeting, we formed the Call Committee for our Associate Pastor. 

The Board of Ministry Directors unanimously selected Glenn L, Patricia F, Lois B, Chuck H, 

John B, Cathy D and Christina K to serve on the committee. As a reminder, Pastor Spicer 

and I will serve as ex-officio members. Thank you for your prayers and encouragement! Pastor Spicer will be 

connecting with the Pacific Southwest District President, Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, at the District convention to 

inquire about the progress that he has made, if any, thus far. If you are like me, patience does not come easily 

but we must let God to guide this process. 

As I’ve mentioned before, if you have someone that you’d like to recommend, please submit to the Call 

Committee a short statement containing who you are recommending; where they are currently serving and for 

how long; why you are recommending this Pastor and how they will benefit our congregation. Please have 

these submissions in to me by October 13th. We have already received a couple of names and want to make 

sure that no recommendation gets lost in the process.  

We are starting the 2020 budget process at our October meeting. We have not been reporting the total 

monies collected each week (leaving out building fund contributions) so you might be thinking that we’re 

running a little short this year. The good news is that we’re running on target and could end with another 

surplus. We will be making adjustments to various line items now that we have a little expenditure experience 

under our belts. If you have items that you’d like to see added, please reach out to a Board member before 

October 23rd. We’ve been able to get several initiatives off the ground this year and the business function of 

the church is on solid ground – Praise the Lord! 

Vice President Rick H will be forming the Nominating Committee for the elections to be held in December. The 

positions open are: Vice President, Treasurer and Member at Large. Please start praying about serving in one 

of these roles. 

We should give thanks to God for all of His work within our church and that despite the devil’s efforts to turn 

us, Life In Christ remains a great place to worship and call home. 

Our prayer is that the Board will be mindful of our mission, 

protective of our offerings and open to new ideas for 2020. We 

continue to ask for God’s help during the Call process and that 

He will steer the right candidates to us. We confidently pray this 

through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In God’s service to you,  

Bill S 

Congregational President  

 

 

2019 Board of Ministry Directors 
 

President — Bill S 

Vice President — Rick H 

Secretary — DeAnn K 

Treasurer — Joy W 

Financial Secretary — Smitty G 

Member at Large —  Bill E 

Member at Large — Ben H 
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Mark your calendars!   

A fun evening is planned for everyone — little kids, 

youth and even BIG KIDS!  There will be a special prize 

for the best trunk, lots of food, music, a raffle and  plenty 

of games and activities for the kids!  Children and adults 

are encouraged to wear their favorite Halloween 

costumes for a night of smiles, laughter and great 

fellowship.  No spooks or ghouls here just ONE 

AWESOME SPIRIT!  We look forward to seeing you there!  

If you plan on  
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How delightful it is when we no longer see triple digits in the weather forecast.  The 

mornings are invigorating and the “It’s too hot” excuses no longer have merit.  It’s time to 

get on those walking shoes!   We will be launching a fun and holistic (mind, body, and spirit) 

program the weekend of Oct 19-20.  Members and friends of LICL will be Walking to 

Bethlehem!   

The Walk to Bethlehem will be a 10 week walking program designed to increase the 

physical, spiritual and emotional health of all involved. Participants exercise the physical 

body by walking or engaging in other physical activity, and exercise the spiritual body by 

attending worship, Bible studies and through devotions and prayer.  This “imaginary” trip to 

Bethlehem is accomplished by individuals logging their own wellness and faith miles each 

week.  

The journey is 13,200 miles long with many notable places visited along the way.  If we are 

going to make our destination by Christmas it will take a community of walkers.  All 

participants will be given a packet that contains a Run the Race bib.  You will be identified by 

your bib number that you will list on the weekly mileage form.  This can be submitted 

electronically or manually.   Each week we will get a cumulative total on how much progress 

has been made toward our goal of arriving in Bethlehem.  Look for the map in the Narthex. 

Also in the packet will be an information sheet for each week that will focus on a theme and 

a scripture verse that will assist you in this wellness journey.  The themes include: Health, 

Love, Stress, Interaction, Witnessing, Forgiveness, Expectation, Healing, Faith, and Joy.   

In anticipation of the Advent season, this will be an exciting and worthwhile activity 

culminating on Christmas Day, when we all celebrate the amazing gift of the baby Jesus!   

Please consider joining the adventure! 
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Over 300 participants attended the Southern 

California “Defending Life” Conference on Sept 6-7.  The theme of the conference, “Defend 

the rights of the poor and needy,” was drawn from Prov. 31:9.  Conference participants 

were encourage to defend the unborn as well as have hearts of compassion for those who 

have had an abortion or promoted abortion.  One attendee commented that the conference 

wasn’t about changing laws, or engaging in a protest, or calling our congressman, even 

those actions are good as they focus on our vocations as citizens.  Rather the conference 

asked questions such as, How do we show God’s love to our neighbor? How can we be 

prepared when these life issues are on our door step?  How do we show love that will 

prevent an abortion or help people heal from one?  The Defending Life committee hopes to 

offer the conference every two years with the goal of addressing the challenges that we 

currently face in our culture today.  

If these are issues that are on your heart please join our LICL Life team.  We meet monthly 

on the first Saturday  from 9-10:30.  Our goal is to be the gospel motivated voice for the 

culture of life within our church and community.  The next meeting is Saturday, Oct 5th  at 

9:00am in Room 23 of the Christian Life Center.    Our program will be a video presentation 

by Dr. James Lamb, the former executive director of Lutherans for Life.   

 

 

 

 

The Parish Health ministry has invited Walgreen’s pharmacy to provide 

Flu Vaccinations on Sunday Oct 6th from 9-12:30 in the music room.  

Walgreen’s accepts most insurance plans so bring your insurance 

cards.    In Australia the flu season is winding down and the number of flu cases reported was 

the highest in recorded history.  That 

may be a predictor of what the flu 

season could look like in the U.S.  If you 

haven’t received your annual flu 

vaccination please take advantage of 

the convenience of having Walgreen’s 

right here at church on Oct 6th.  Sign-up 

sheets are on table under the Parish 

Health bulletin board in the Narthex.      
Don’t let this happen to you! 
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When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday 

season can be especially painful.  

The Surviving the Holidays seminar helps participants discover: 

 

•  How to deal with emotions 

•  What to do about traditions 

•  Helpful tips for surviving social events 

•  How to find hope for the future. 
 

 
 

 

—— THE —— 

 
 

 

Please join us for this encouraging seminar. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.griefshare.org/holidays 

    Wednesday, November 13  

1:00-2:30pm 

Christian Life Center, Room 11 

Sponsored by 

Life in Christ Lutheran Church 

14802 N 75th Ave, Peoria, AZ 

 

RSVP to 

Sherri S 

Church office—623-773-1234 
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God has given each of you a 

gift from His great variety of 

spiritual gifts. Use them well to 

serve one another. 

1 Peter 4:10 

“Be A Gift” 

Ladies of all ages are invited to lend a helping hand at our next service project 

on Saturday, Oct 12 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. There will be a light 

breakfast, devotion and fellowship. We will make and pack lunch bags for the 

homeless. Afterwards, we will deliver the lunches to homeless areas. Please join 

us in helping support the homeless community! 

LWML SUNDAY  - OCTOBER 13 

Noisy Offering - Our “noisy offering” will take place during all church services on Saturday, 

October 12 and Sunday, October 13. Bring your spare change and make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord.  Please support LWML Mission Projects! 

Installation of Officers - Join the ladies of LWML at the 11:00am service to support the 

installation of our newly-elected LWML officers. 

Saguaro Zone 26 

Fall Celebration 

November 2, 2019 

“Mites in Action” 

Based on the Widows Mite – Luke 21: 1-4 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
830 Plaza Circle 

Litchfield Park, AZ  85340  
 

Registration: 8:00 – 8:45am 
$8 – includes lunch 

Celebration: 9:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Guest Speakers: 
Rev. Ramon Cabrales – Apostles Spanish Ministry 

Sue S – Surprise Christian Preschool 
 

Ingathering: 
Non-Perishable “Thanksgiving Theme”  

food items for the 
Agua Fria Food Bank in Avondale 

 

Please R.S.V.P. to Kathy S before Sat. Oct. 26. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Sat. Oct. 19  

Mat Making Workday 

9:30-11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 

Help make sleeping mats for the 

homeless using plastic grocery bags. 

Light lunch will be served at 11:30am.  

Sign-up in the narthex or call the church 

office.  
~ 

Sat. Nov. 9 
Monthly Meeting 

9-11am 

Program - Speaker from Deaf Ministry 

~ 
Thanksgiving Food Donations  

for needy families 
~ 

“Forgotten Angel” Toy Drive 
for children in foster care 
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Seven!  Count them, seven Adult Bible Studies. 

Each class will have many questions arise that will 

pique our interest. What resources are 

available?  Where can I find them?  Good question!  

LICL has a room full of books on theology, various 

Bible versions and commentaries on every book in 

the Bible, as well as Bible history and atlases.  All 

these resources are there for you to use.  And where is this wondrous library?  It is 

Room #1 in office area.  Drop by and be amazed!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 19 — 9:30-11:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

Smitty G looks PRETTY COMFY trying 

out a completed mat made by LICL 

volunteers.  It’s hard to believe this 

was made out of plastic grocery bags! 

Not only does it look great but it is soft 

too! Please come and be a part of this 

wonderful activity hosted by LWML.  

Not only are the mats fun to make but 

more importantly, they benefit those 

who are less fortunate in our 

community.  

 

  

 

November 3-11 will be dates you will want to put on your 

calendar as that is when Pastor Reinke will be here at Life 

in Christ for another Jesus Signs Workshop.  These workshops are open to all 

who have an interest in sign language, deaf culture, and most importantly — bringing the 

Word of God to the deaf.  Our deepest thanks go to the West Valley Lutheran Thrift for the 

$3,000 grant which helps support Deaf Ministry. Check out the web site 

www.lutherandeafoutreach.org to learn more. 

Deaf Bible Study is meeting in room 25 of the Christian Life Center Sunday mornings at 9:30.  

Pastor Mark Larson offers an in-depth review and discussion of the Sunday lessons and 

sermon.  This is also a great opportunity to “Ask a Pastor” a question or get clarification on a 

point of Scripture. 

http://www.lutherandeafoutreach.org/
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Create a Better Day 

at Memory Café! 

MAKE IT A GREAT DAY AT MEMORY CAFÉ! 

Tuesday, October 15th from 10:00-11:30am, CLC Rm. # 11 

 

If you/your loved one is experiencing the challenges of memory loss join 

us on the third Tuesday of each month from 10:00-11:30am, room 

#11, in the Christian Life Center. We encourage those with memory 

loss and their caregivers to attend Memory Café together. We will have 

fellowship, light refreshments, activities, in a safe, supportive, and loving 

social environment.   

 Join us for fun, laugher and games! 

F.  = Fun 

A. = And 

L. = Loud 

L. = Laughter 
COME FOR LOUD LAUGHTER! 

For questions or comments regarding Memory Café, please contact  

the church office—623-773-1234 
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A big THANKS to Todd and Eric P for 

painting the back of the chapel in 

September. 

Although the next work days are not in 

print, you can simply call the camp and 

ask when they are and what projects will 

be worked on. I do know that the pipes are being laid for the new septic system on a 

daily basis. So, if you want to tone your muscles this is a job for you. 

Also, watch the weekly announcements for a fund raiser at Chick-fil-A that will be coming 

up soon. 

If you have any questions regarding the camp please contact Leah, the Camp Director, 

at 928-778-1690. 

Diane G 

Camp ALOMA Board Member 

 
 

Sunday, October 20 
 

Our October 20th blood drive is rapidly approaching.  Signups 

will continue, between services, on Oct 6 & 13.  With 

school back in session and “snowbirds” returning we have a 

great chance to make this our most successful drive so 

far.  Thanks to all of you that have already signed up.  It’s not 

too late to be a Hero; so stop by the table and signup.  Do 

something only you can do, donate your blood.  Once again, if 

you’ve never donated, give it a chance and see what it’s like to 

be a hero.  If you have any questions about donating blood, you 

can talk to Dale A. 
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You’re invited to an Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser Event to support 

Tickets:  $8.00           Date:  Oct. 12 Time:  8am—10am        

Please buy tickets prior to event. 

For Ticket Purchase, Contact: 

Operation Barnabas 

LICL Church Office 

623-773-1234 

 

Applebee's Location For Event  

8001 W Bell Rd  

Peoria, AZ 85382  

623-878-1410 
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Veterans Day 

Memorial Concert 
Life in Christ Lutheran Church       

Operation Barnabas  

Presents 

Sun Cities Community Orchestra 

George Zoske – Conductor 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 

3:00pm 
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Fall Festival & Craft Fair  
Sat, Oct. 19 / 9:00am —3:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Master — 2340 W Cactus Rd 

Dunk Tank Food Trucks 

 

 

Save a Life Adopt!  Open Your Heart & Home to a Shelter Cat 
 
 

11129 W Michigan Ave — Youngtown, AZ 85363 — 623-876-8778   
10807 N 96th Ave — Peoria, AZ 85345 — 623-773-2246  

www.4pawsrescue.org 

 

If you can’t adopt, volunteer at 4 Paws!   
Here are some of the great opportunities available!  

• The Thrift Boutique  —  Accept donated items, sort clothing, ... 

• Adoptions (Youngtown) — Feed the adoptable cats, scoop litterboxes, do 
laundry or dishes, brush or play with the cats, greet customers or answer the 
phone. It’s your choice! 

• Kitty Korner — Socialize the shy cats to increase their chances of adoption.  
Feed, play brush or just talk to them.  The cats love the attention!    

• Peoria Shelter —There are many cats that need attention—whether feeding, 
cleaning or grooming and playing with them, your efforts will be much 
appreciated.            

• PetSmart — Clean cages, feed, water and give the cats playtime.  Most 
importantly, meet and evaluate potential pet parents and assist in finding cats 
their quality, forever homes.                 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

Exercise Class 
 

 

 

 

D  Dominoes  

 

 

17045 N 59th Ave. 

 Lunch Bunch 

Sherri S 

Instructor 

Mexican Train is the game! 

If you’ve never played,  

we’ll teach you!   
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LCMS Stewardship  
 

October 2019 
 
 

In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. And the hand that hammered 

the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words:  

“We are all beggars. This is true.”  

And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isn’t it? That, in order to be free, you must be a 

beggar; you must be utterly dependent and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re 

uncomfortable when someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we haven’t gotten them one. We feel 

we owe them. And we don’t much like being in someone’s debt.  

But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But we’re not just anyone’s beggars. We’re 

God’s beggars. And this is His legacy to the Christian Church. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save the 

lost. He came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only with sinners. 

And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, and the dead. We must 

be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must 

be dependent solely on Him and what He gives.  

And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything – forgiveness of sins, salvation from death and the devil, 

and eternal life. This is not because of any worthiness or merit in us, but it is because of His divine goodness, mercy, 

and grace.  

On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is pleased with you. And you 

receive. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all 

beggars. This is true. 

This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian Church. God justifies us, and He declares 

us innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for the sake of Christ. This is not because of our 

works; this is because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled to Him and 

made to be His children. 

This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled “We are all beggars. 

This is true.” We are beggars. But we are beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who doesn’t pass by us on the 

other side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling with sinners.  

We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – even in us by grace for Christ’s sake. For 

in the bread and cup that we bless, we share together with Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace.  

So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace – the Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism and Holy 

Communion – that our cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied but have 

something to give back in thanksgiving and praise.  


